Executive Summary

Landlord compliance has become one of the defining challenges facing England’s private
rented sector. As legislation continues to evolve, landlords are expected to meet a growing
range of legal responsibilities covering property safety, energy efficiency, tenancy
documentation, licensing and housing standards. What was once a relatively straightforward
administrative task now requires ongoing monitoring, organised record keeping and a
proactive approach to property management.

The UK Landlord Compliance Index 2026 brings together publicly available government
statistics, housing research, enforcement information and regulatory guidance to provide an
independent overview of landlord compliance across England. Rather than measuring
individual landlords, the report examines broader trends to identify where the sector is
performing well and where compliance risks remain.

The evidence suggests that many landlords continue to achieve high levels of compliance in
fundamental safety areas such as smoke alarms, electrical inspections and Energy
Performance Certificates. These improvements reflect increased awareness of statutory
responsibilities and the growing emphasis placed on tenant safety across the private rented
sector.

However, the report also identifies several ongoing challenges. Compliance is increasingly
influenced by administrative responsibilities such as maintaining accurate documentation,
understanding local licensing requirements, keeping up with legislative changes and retaining
appropriate records throughout the tenancy. These areas are often overlooked despite playing
an important role in demonstrating legal compliance.

The findings also indicate that smaller landlords may face greater compliance pressures due
to limited administrative systems and fewer resources to monitor changing regulations. At the
same time, increased enforcement activity and continued housing reform mean landlords
must remain informed and adapt their compliance processes as legal requirements evolve.

This report is intended to help landlords, letting agents, housing professionals and
policymakers better understand the current compliance landscape. By combining evidence
from trusted public sources with independent analysis, the UK Landlord Compliance Index
2026 provides practical insight into the strengths, weaknesses and emerging trends shaping
landlord compliance across England.

The index highlights where landlords perform well and identifies the areas where
further improvement is needed to reduce legal, financial and operational risk.



Key findings

The evidence reviewed in this report suggests that landlord compliance across England is
uneven. Many landlords appear to perform well on core safety duties, but the wider
compliance picture becomes more complex when documentation, licensing, property
condition, record keeping and changing legislation are considered.

e Most landlords meet core safety obligations, particularly around smoke alarms,
electrical checks and Energy Performance Certificates.

o Documentation remains one of the biggest compliance weaknesses, with some
landlords failing to provide or retain important tenancy documents such as the latest
“‘How to Rent” guide.

e Licensing awareness varies significantly between local authority areas,
especially where selective licensing, additional HMO licensing or local enforcement
priorities apply.

o Smaller landlords face greater compliance risks than larger portfolio landlords,
largely because they are less likely to have formal systems for tracking renewals,
certificates, inspections and regulatory updates.

 New legislative changes mean compliance management has become
increasingly complex, making proactive record keeping and regular compliance
reviews more important than ever.



